OPINION

The Kingdom of Sicily was a state that existed in the Southern part of Italy from
1130 when it was founded by the Normans under Roger Il, until 1816. From the XIV
Century. the Kingdom of Sicily was consecutively under the rule of Aragon, Spain and
the Holy Roman Empire. In 1816 the Kingdom united with the Kingdom of Naples to
form the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies and in 1861 the latter entered the United Kingdom
of Italy.

Until the moment of the fall of the Second Bulgarian State under the dominion of
the Ottoman Empire in 1396, the Kingdom of Sicily (and afterwards the Kingdom of
Aragon) was even a neighbouring to Bulgaria because during the X111 Century Bulgaria’s
Western borders reached to the Adriatic Sea and were in each other’s immediate vicinity.
Without making specific research into that question, even the countries’ geographical
situation implied that they inevitably had relations and often contacts during the Middle
Ages in which also the symbols of the two states played some role, including their
heraldic signs, as also did the military-monastic orders and the dynastic orders.

As autonomous political entities both Aragon (later on also united Spain) and the
Kingdom of Sicily had such chivalric orders. Analogous to this is also the Order of the
Collar of Paternd, founded according to some sources the 23 January 1289 (probably by
decree) by King Alfonso I, called later the Order of the Collar of the Holy Virgin Martyr
Agatha, and even later on the Order of Saint Agatha of Patern6 and the Military Order of
the Collar of Saint Agatha, which is a part of the inheritance of the Paterné Dynasty, the
Heir to the Crown of Aragon. By and large however the mediaeval history of the Order
remains unknown.

In common with other orders founed in the Middle Ages it was presided by a
Great Master and had its own specific organisation and rules. As far as | know, after it
went through several transformations, it continues to exist even today, but now as a
dynastic order with representation all over the world.

Thus to that arises the natural question — “How is the order to be worn in the
Republic of Bulgaria, if it is awarded to a Bulgarian citizen?” Both the Bulgarian and the

world awarding praxis explicitly state that the order has to be worn according to the



requirements of the system of the respective authority which issues it — on the neck,
across the shoulder or on the breast. A distinction of any foreign order worn in Bulgaria
has to be placed after all Bulgarian national orders, including in the event that a Bulgarian
citizen has acquired some rank in the Dynastic Order of Saint Agatha of Paternd.

In the event of the attandance by any person so honoured at an official ceremony
in another country which has presented him with a medal, its own order has to be placed
before all other Bulgarian medals of that person so that he can show his respect to this
country. The orders have to be placed in a similar manner in the concrete case under
reference, i.e. if a Bulgarian citizen has received some distinction within the Order of

Saint Agatha of Paterno.
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MHEHHE

CyvuunmaHCcKOTO KpascTBO, M3BeCTHO M kato KpanctBo Cuuumus, e mbpkapa,
crulecTByBajla B IokHaTa yacT Ha HMrtamus cnem 1130 r., xorato e OCHOBaHa OT
Hopmanute Ha Poxe II, mo 1816 r. Or XIV B. CHUMIMAHCKOTO KpaJiCTBO €
nocnenosaTeNHo BiaaeHue Ha Aparod, Mcnanus u Ceemenara pumcka umnepus. [Ipes
1816 r. xpanctBoTo ce cinua ¢ Heamonurtanckoto kpasictBo B Kpanctso Ha aBere
Cunmmiu, a mpe3 1861 r. mocnemHoTo BiM3a B ChcTaBa Ha obemwHeHOTO Kpanctso
Hranus.

Ho moMeHTa Ha mamaHeto Ha BTopata Owirapcka abpkasa mpe3 1396 r. mon
ocmaHcko Bnaaudectso, Kpancrso Cunmnus (Bnocnenctsue u Kpancteo Aparon) e
cecen Ha bbarapus (tei xato mpe3 XIII B. 3amagHuTe # TrpaHUIM JOCTUrAT 10
AnpuaTHuecko Mope), a ABETE IbPXKABH CE HAMUPAT B HEMOCPEACTBEHA OIM30CT €aHa OT
opyra. be3 ma cpM wu3cnenmBan TO3M BBIOPOC, OOPU CaMO MECTOMOJIOKEHUETO UM
NOACKAa3Ba, Y€ Te HEeMHHyeMO Ca MMaJldi CBOMTE B3aWMOOTHOIIEHHUS U YECTH
ChIIpUKOCHOBeHUs npe3 CpenHuTe BEKOBE, B KOUTO ONMpPENeNHa POJisi BEPOATHO Ca UTPAJIH
¥ CHUMBOJIMTE Ha JBETE ObP)KABU, B TOBA YUCJIO U TEXHUTE XEPAIAUYECKH 3HALM, KAKTO U
BOEHHO-MOHAIIIECKUTE U AUHACTUYECKUTE OPAEHH.

Karo camocTosiTeHH MOJUTUUYECKH CyOeKTH M AparoH (a BIOCHENCTBHE U
obenunena Mcnanus), 1 CHIMIMAHCKOTO KPAJICTBO, NPUTEXKABAT MOAOOHH OpAEHH.
AHaJIOTHYEH € U YUPEIEeHUsT, CIOpe HIKOU cBeleHus, Ha 23 sHyapu 1289 r. (BeposiTHO
¢ nekper) Ha kpan Andonco I Opaen Ha Orbpauuata Ha [laTepHO, HapedeH MO-KbCHO
Opnen Ha Orbpnunara Ha Ceertata JleBa Mpbuenuna Arara, a Bnociaencteue OpaeH Ha
Cgerta Ararta ot [latepHo u Boenen opnen Ha Orbpnunara Ha CBera Arara, aBsBall ce
4yacT OT HACNENCTBOTO Ha auHactusrta IlatepHo, Hacnenuuua Ha Koponata Ha Aparos.
Kato usno obaue cpenHOBEKOBHATA HCTOPHUS HA OPIEHA OCTaBa HEMO3HATA.

ITono6OHO Ha ApYrd CPEIHOBEKOBHU OPIEHU, OPAEHBT CHLIO € PBKOBOAEH OT
BEJIMK MarucThbp M NPHUTEXaBa CBOs crneuuduyHa opraHusanus U npasuia. JJOKOIKOTO
MH € H3BECTHO, CJeJ KaTo MpPEeThpnsBa peauna TpaHchopmaluu, TOH mpoabikaBa aa
CBHLIECTBYBA M B HallM JHH, HO Bede nox GopmaTa Ha AUHACTUYECKU OPAEH C KJIOHOBE B

e CBAT.



BB BpBb3ka ¢ TOBa BB3HMKBA H 3aKOHOMEpHHUST BbIpoc — “Kak Ou ce Hocun
opaeHsT B PenybOnuka bouirapus, axo HAkOH OBIrapcku rpakgaHuH ObIe HarpaieH ¢
Hero?” bwarapckarta, a U CBETOBHATA HAarpajHa NpPaKTHKAa KATErOPHYHO CBHIETENICTBAT,
Yye OTJIIMYMETO ClIe[Ba J1a C€ HOCU CIOpeA M3MCKBAHMSTA HA HArpajJHaTa CHCTEMa Ha
CbOTBETHATA IbP)KABa - HA IUHUs, Mpe3 paMo MM Ha rbpau. OTHenHaTa CTENeH Ha KOHWTO
U J1a e uyx1a 3a bearapus opaen 61 cneasano na ce MoApeXxaa Ciaed BCUUYKH OBbIrapcku
HALMOHAJIHU OTJIMYMS U ChIIaCHO ¢ OOUIOMPHUETHS pel U MPAaBUJIA 32 HOCEHE HA 3HALUTE
M OTHENHUTE CTENEeHM Ha OTIMYMSITA, BKIIOUYMTEIHO M aKO OBArapCKHAT MOJAHHK €
HOJIYYMJT HIKOsS OT cTeneHuTe Ha nuHactiyeckus OpneH Ha Ceera Arata ot IlatepHo.

B cay4aii Ha mpHCBhCTBHE HAa HArpafeHOTO JIMIE Ha OQULUATHA IEPEMOHHUS Ha
Apyra abpikaBa, KOATO My € BpbYMJIA OTIMuKME obaue, HEHHUAT opaeH TpsOBa Aa Obae
[IOCTaBEH MpeJa BCHYKHM APYrM OBJIrapckM OTJIMUMS HA HarpaJeHus, 3a Oa ce H3pasu
yBaskeHHeTo My KbM Hes. [lo momoOeH HauuH TpsiOBa na ce MOAPEXIAT OPAEHUTE U B

KOHKPECTHUSA cnyqaﬁ, T.€. aKo 6”I>J'Il"apCKI/IﬂT NMOAAaHUK € MOJYYHJI HAKOSA OT CTCIICHUTE Ha

Houent Tonop IleTpos, 1okTOp Ha HAyKUTE,

Opnena Ha Ceera Arara ot [latepHo.
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