OPINION

The Kingdom of Sicily was a state that existed in the Southern part of Italy from
1130 when it was founded by the Normans under Roger II, until 1816. From the XIV
Century. the Kingdom of Sicily was consecutively under the rule of Aragon, Spain and
the Holy Roman Empire. In 1816 the Kingdom united with the Kingdom of Naples to
form the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies and in 1861 the latter entered the United Kingdom
of Italy.
Until the moment of the fall of the Second Bulgarian State under the dominion of
the Ottoman Empire in 1396, the Kingdom of Sicily (and afterwards the Kingdom of
Aragon) was even a neighbouring to Bulgaria because during the XIII Century Bulgaria’s
Western borders reached to the Adriatic Sea and were in each other’s immediate vicinity.
Without making specific research into that question, even the countries’ geographical
situation implied that they inevitably had relations and often contacts during the Middle
Ages in which also the symbols of the two states played some role, including their
heraldic signs, as also did the military-monastic orders and the dynastic orders.
As autonomous political entities both Aragon (later on also united Spain) and the
Kingdom of Sicily had such chivalric orders. Analogous to this is also the Order of the
Collar of Paternó, founded according to some sources the 23rd January 1289 (probably by
decree) by King Alfonso II, called later the Order of the Collar of the Holy Virgin Martyr
Agatha, and even later on the Order of Saint Agatha of Paternó and the Military Order of
the Collar of Saint Agatha, which is a part of the inheritance of the Paternó Dynasty, the
Heir to the Crown of Aragon. By and large however the mediaeval history of the Order
remains unknown.
In common with other orders founed in the Middle Ages it was presided by a
Great Master and had its own specific organisation and rules. As far as I know, after it
went through several transformations, it continues to exist even today, but now as a
dynastic order with representation all over the world.
Thus to that arises the natural question – “How is the order to be worn in the
Republic of Bulgaria, if it is awarded to a Bulgarian citizen?” Both the Bulgarian and the
world awarding praxis explicitly state that the order has to be worn according to the
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requirements of the system of the respective authority which issues it – on the neck,
across the shoulder or on the breast. A distinction of any foreign order worn in Bulgaria
has to be placed after all Bulgarian national orders, including in the event that a Bulgarian
citizen has acquired some rank in the Dynastic Order of Saint Agatha of Paternó.
In the event of the attandance by any person so honoured at an official ceremony
in another country which has presented him with a medal, its own order has to be placed
before all other Bulgarian medals of that person so that he can show his respect to this
country. The orders have to be placed in a similar manner in the concrete case under
reference, i.e. if a Bulgarian citizen has received some distinction within the Order of
Saint Agatha of Paternó.

Associate Professor, Todor Petrov, PhD,
Researcher in the area of Phaleristics and Military History

Sofia,
June 10, 2011

